Sri Alagar kovil Stala purana 


AND 


oic Attributes. 

According to the Vaikhanasa Agama a 
t consist of Seven Avaranas or Prakars 

like those of Dharasuram etc. contained sc> 

>ut they are almost all in ruins now. Of all the Temples in 
idia, Srirengam alone now possesses all the seven ordained Pra- 
i, but it is doubtful if all the Parivara Devatas continue to 
cist even there up to this date. According to the number of 
Parivara Devatas that are placed in the Avaranas and accor- 
ling to the number of Avaranas a Temple possesses, they fall 
into one or other of the classifications such as (1) Uttamottama, 
(2) Uttama - Madyama. (3) Uttama - Adhama etc. classes. 
The existence in this Temple of Adhitya, Kshetrapalaka (Rudhra) 
etc. of the 7th Avarana Devatas, Halesa of the 6th Avarana 
Devatas, the Sapta Matrikas etc. of the 5th Avarana Devatas, 
Vishnu, Guha etc. of the 4th Avarana Devatas, Raka, Saraswa- 
thi etc. of the 3rd Avarana Devata, Garuda, Narasinoba etc. of 
the 2nd Avarana Devatas, and Vishvaksena etc- of the 1st Ava¬ 
rana Devatas, probabilise the fact that the Temple at Thiruma- 
lirtmjolai also must at one time have been a Sapta Prakara 
Kshetra though now some prakaras seem to have disappeared 
>d some of the idols misplaced- The Avarana Devatas are, 
jrding to the Vaikhanasa Agama, 138 m number. The 

Vaikhanasa Agama ; and this Temple is cons 
Uttamottama class- 

is as old as the Vedas and 
past. When Arjuna remons- 


ivaUra Worship. 

The worship 

running into the 


a tl 


break his fast with- 
not 
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his pooja idols having 

g for a concrete form for his Siva Pooja was 
Krishna sitting down and folding down his legs 
in such a way as to resemble a Siva Linga. So docs 
proceed to make an image of Drona for his Acharya 
and Aradhana to attain the proficiency in the arts lie 
to learn. Excavations in many places like Mohcnjo 
etc. reveal innumerable proofs of idol worship aeons and 
ago. Panini (6th Centry B. C.) refers to idol and T 
worship. Patanjalai (2nd Cy B. C.) refers to such 
It was quite common in the time of Yaska. Temples 
mentioned in the Ramavana (VI Bk 39th, ch. St. 21.) Thai 
inscription on a Garuda Stamba at Besnagar records its Prathi-j 
shta in honour of Sri Vasudheva by the Bakta Ilcliodoros son of 
Dion of Taxila in the reign of Antalkidas (175 B. C.) 

Hagioiatry and other kinds of Image Worship. 

, In the South Indian Temples we generally come_ 

besides the idols for Archavatara worship with a variety of scul¬ 
ptures, idols, and alto-rilicvos- The raison d’etre behind 

them are varied. 

The constructor or builder of a Mantapam or 
Temple believing that if his form carved out in the floor wL_. 
the devotees pass or walk on, is touched by the dust of the 
^ "orshippears, he attains the highest merit. Hence 
be causes his form to be engraved on the floor just at the 
where the devotees mostly crowd and gather or pass. 

“*. A donor " ho has made substantial endowments 

™ “ ‘‘ ,e tem P le has »'* appropriate image set up. 
mages will be either in a posture of worship at ~ 

a l ", Sa ' Utati0n - ° r * 

perpetual burning lamp in its hands or it 
to appear as if wielding and plying 

is made to 
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the Vaishnavite sects that came here for 
immemorial devotees have been holding this 

_ 

disputes between the various sects of Vaishnavas 
Vaikhanasa, Pancharathra, Thengalai and Vadaglai 
already observed men of every caste and creed made‘the; 
obeisance here. Even in the most flourishing days of Jainism 
Buddhism people were most tolerant before the great' 
force that reigned supreme here from time immemorial as 
be seen from the following stanza of Sri Thirumanf 
(Ilnd Thousand Ninth 10, Sth Thirumozbi). 




U uij&U$G) fiCGStS' 7 uisQattr 
$>,*,<*<ar Qu<(M l QfsxSjL 

trr _ sw Q . 


7 ct¥& 


Prevalence of Buddhism and Jainism at Alagar Hills. 

These religions exercised a great sway and influ., 
Ihe Pandya Nad during their predominance in India* 
influence was particularly great in and around these 
the villages nearby. During a greater portion of the r _. 
rehgions were spreading, pervading and fllourishing, 1 
not aggressive, hostile or proselytising. Without 

Tl-T™ natiCa, 1 t ^ y CXiStCd in a dem °c*atic spirit 

bools of thought. 










■hImu 
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Man 


their 

*° ,h * ereat ana "oble propagandist 

following panacea throughout the lee .. “ 5pr “ d 

tne then accessible world. We shall have \ lnd bre * dth 
, following excerpts from the Edicts of Asoka-- * glanc * at 

I. 

“ One must 
lolating it, not 


t not, here below, kill any living animal by 
tor the purpose of feasts.” 




Edict II. 

** Everywhere in the Kingdom of the king Piyadasi, be- 
ved of the Gods, and also of the nations u'ho live in the 
frontiers, sitch as the Lholas. the Pandyas, the realms of 
Satyaputra and Kerala put ra, as for as TambaPanni, and in 
the kingdom of AntiocJtus, king of the Greeks and of the 
kings t cho are his neighboureirs:— everywhere the king Piyadasi, 
beloved of the Gods, has provided medicines of two sorts, 
medicines for men and medicines for animals. Wherever plants 
useful either for man or for animals were wanting, they have 
been imported and planted- Wherever roots and fruits were 
wanting, they have l>ecn imported and planted. And along 
public roads, wells have been dug for the use of animals and 
men. 

“...It is good and prop.*T'TvxW 
Sramans, to respect the nte 
P f °<ligality and violent language- 

IV. 


•« 


-A respect for living "^‘g'ahmans ant 
—d for relations and for ” ro 
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is the most meritor 

V. 

“...The practice of virtue is difficult and 
practice virtue perform what is difficult.” 

Edict VI. I_ 

“...Render them as happy as possible here below 
they obtain happiness hereafter in heaven.” 

Edict VII. 

“...That all sects may live unmolested in all p . 
Possess a control over their senses, purity of soul, and grat 
d \ 11\ in their affections.” 

Edict VIII 

“...These, then, arc my pastimes;-visitS . and gifts.* 
Brahmins and Sramans, visits to aged man, the distribution* 
money, visit to the people of the Empire, their religious instrtic- 
tions, and consultation on religious subjects. 

Edict IX. 

. The practice of religion is meritorious in the highest 

degree. Regard for slaves and servants, and respect for relation 
and teachers are meritorious; tenderness towards living 
and alms to Brahmans and Sramans are meritorious. 

Edict XI. 

“...There is no gift comparable with the gift of 
religion,..the intimacy of the religion, the relationship of 


Edict XII. 


•It is true, the prevclance of the essential 

concord alone is meritorious,! 
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character. This he supplied by his pious lif e> 
embracing sympathy and impressive preaching. \y» ** 
father rebuked him for begging his bread unlike the scio 
Royal Race, Gauthama replied "you and your family 0 
claim descent from kings, my descent is from the Budh 
old. " There is a Jataka story referred to by Sri P. T. S. A * 
gar at p. 48 in his “History of the Tamils” where Rama 
stated to be a Bhodhi Satta who after many births was 
Gauthama. "Budhism never assumed a hostile attitude towati» 

the great religion of India.Hindus went to Budhist roormsv 

ries and universities and Budhists learned from Brahman sag3 
The same kings protected the followers of both systems of reli- 

8 ion .°n e kir »g was often a Budhist and his son an orthodol 

Hindu, and often two brothers followed or favoured the tvpo 
religions without fighting. Every Court had learned men belong, 
tog to both the religions and V ikramaditya*s court was 
exception to this rule”. [R. C. D, Volume III. page 217.] Pa 
culars are given as to the form which an idol of Budha 
have in Brihatsamhita 5Sth chapter, Agneya Purana ch. 49, Vi 
Dharmothara etc. All these show the religious tolerance 
once prevailed in the land. 

The following are stated to l>e some of the evidence t 
go to show either Budhistic influence or that Buddhism 
Nourished at Sri’Alagar Hills. 


known 


The Bt 


Inscriptions at Sri Alagar Hills in 


tvar 




the Amalaka 
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c circular pillars yet to be seen i n ucn 
shrine as at Dasavatara Sannadhi 'p* 1 
it Mandapam, the pillars yet standing i n th^r 
dbitations in the fort area etc. 



The site of the Arama south of the Periy*iwar 
i which is even to this day known as “Arama-thu- 
icing the existence of a Sangha Arama (abodes of 

V 

The vast inthience which Buddhists and Jains seem to 
have exercised at Sri Alagar Hills and referred to by Sri Thiru- 
mangai Mannan's pasuram already referred to. 

The two Grand Circular buildings now known as 

and Lakshmana Granaries- 

Disappearance of certain shrine*: 

Many of the ancient shrines that are reputed to have 

t once existed here as already noticed in the 

. have become lost or ruined “ XVndy. Nad or owing 

powers that bade for the suprema y joned , hc jbrioes of 

to other causes. Among such ma> 

Sri Bala Deva, Sri Krishna, Sri ftn< j tbe like- The 

Siva, Sri Subramanya. Sri Veda "f t0 be seen now. Ji 

J main idols of these sbrmes. arc sonte when, 

the belief ia that the ,cl d- 
areas thereabout. A fe« ™ tempi* P tcr "'*“ 

to have been removed ° to ba ve beon in <h c ‘ 

of Sri *- 
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sold away about 4 „ 

remained viz, Sri Krishna, Sri Srinivasa, an / 

— vere reinstalled in 1935. A study of the shrines and 
; temple, is of extreme interest and are briefly refern 
below. The worship at Alagar Hills is in the Shat 
Vidhana though Bhrigu refers to only Pancha Beras acoor 
ding to the "Vaikanasa Agama. (w# 3 

Sri Paramaiwamy. 

This is the name of the Lord in the Moolastana in the 
ceutral shrine. The seva here is one of the grandest and most 
impressive and arresting. The Lord is worshipped here with the 
Panchayudhas. He is in the standing or Stanaka posture witlj 
Sri Devi and Sri Boodevi on either side. In every Vishnu Stala 
the Chakra is held as an Udhyoga Chakra, but here the Chakra 
is held in the Prayoga aspect and consequently the Sannidya of 
the Lord is one of very great magnetic potentiality. The other 

Bly ** Where Pra y°fi a Chakra is donned are at Pnrameswara 
Mangalam and Ariyarobakkara as referred to by Sri H. Krishna 
Sastr, (South India Images of Gods and Go ddesses' pp. 20 & 214 

Sri Sundarara ja. 

He is also called Alagar and is 

ianam^hoiiW "!* T“ bCa “ tifU ' id °' in a " Illdia ‘ His Thiruman- 

Wben done th t'" Sn ' Noo l ,ura Ganga water « 

vvuen done with other waters the r orrt ♦ , . , . . 

me Lord turns black in colour. 

produ^we'c^ce mys'uc ™ 

duction there has always been a ™ y !’ ,Cr,0as - Evcn ,n 
remember the wonderfui descr ‘° UCh ' R 

•) has given about 
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ig to be really 
i tvaja is worshipped oi 
fills your heart’s space to 
1 affording you darsana for years together 
finds opportunities to think of Him ai 
him at Sri Alagar Hills. 

ri Solaimalaikkarasar. 

By this name is the Lord referred to in the Nal 
)ivya Prabhandham- In Sanskrit Puranas he is referred 

Vrishadrisa or Sri Vrishabadrinatha. The idol 
solid Aparanji gold. There are only two places where the Lord 
is worshipped in the form of idols made in solid gold- Anantha- 
sayanam (Travancorc) is one and the other Sthala is this 
ilirunjolai. 

Other Shatbcra Idols are, Sri Sundara Bahu the Yaga 
Sri Entthiruvudayar or Sri Srinivasa with Ubaya Nachiar ui 
solid silver, sung of by Sri Godha in her Divine sonss and 
Sri Nithyotlisavar or Bali Bera also in solid silver. All are o 
Prabhandhic fame and referred to therein..The .doh.of Sr> 

Sundarabaha, Sri Krutbiruvndayar and -ri Ni i>o 
all the Prayoga Chakras- 

Iri Vinayaka or Sri Vi«neawara— Lord °f Ob.t.c e.^ 

Sri Vinayaka is aspected here in t eva a 
a . u .riven Vibootbi I'rasadam here. 

devotee is b>' en .. ha5 nian y a v; 

ignesa or Vinayaka . . man has 

B . c fhe oldest deities man »» 

He is one of tt . much as 32 


ir 


| in the 
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of whi< 


an! 

Sri Pai TWMM 

an image out of turmeric and enliver.^ 
led this being to keep watch outside her 
who desired to meet Parvathi then, was p re 
by this Guard when Siva in anger cut off the Guard’s ned 
Parvathy’s entreaty to restore him back to life the heat 
Mvitig being sleeping with its head placed northward was dir 
to be cut off and joined to the severed trunk of the 
An elephant announcing to the description was readily foi 
whose head was utilised for the purpose. Siva adopted him 
his first boy and made him the Lord of the Ganns. The stor 
gyeri by the Brahma Vaivarta Purana, Linga Purana, Si 

urana etc. are different, consequent on the aeons or kalfias 
creation. 5 

. j ’ rhe forms and "capons attributed to him are van 
an i erent. Generally he is represented with a single be 
and Jour hands. "Moosbika Vahana" the most popular Sto 
Geneva was untd recently an obligatory study for ev 

and -Sukra °c 7 - rP°‘ C rCCi,C da, >- “Kasyapa Sil 
and Sukra Nit. Sara differ m the description of his weanons 

number of hands and his Vahana. Sri H i 1 P 

It Sri NiJayatbakshi Amman Temple at ^ Crain Gan ‘ ipa 

heads, ten hands, with appropriate Ayudhas efi _ apatam has 
lion as his vehicle. Ganesa is a Hrahmachan 

ipathi he has his consorts. Som. ’ ? Ut as ^ * 
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41 , 

MlWUMkTl 


is a special woi 
:sena (whom Vaishna\ 
actions) is also situate in the north 

It may be remembered that it was Gai 
lahabaratha to the dictation of Sri Vyasa. 

“Avani” was his favourite month. Hence 
ig his “Vinayaka Chathurthi" was and is 
ii, because he was the first God and was alwa> 
and first in the year too. According to Na 
ancients calculated the vear some /000 years 
Avani as the first month of the year. He 
rial worship here on the Vinayaka Chathurthi 
lopura Ganga Water Thirumanjanam etc. 

ri Senai Mudaliar or Sri Viahvaksena » 

In the Sannadhi of Sri Vishvaksena the 
fail to have darsan of Sri V ishvaksena an 
isava idols)., in one and the same Peetam* 
Vaikanasa Agama his Consort i£ Jayava ^ 

»t. But according to the Pancha Katra ** 
ivati and is seated on his left S " 

hands, but has no Sri Vatsam and \ «g JP 

distinguish him from 


m 


lttU 


who 
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the former. The devotee 
and imposing aspect 
fierce fangs and with his Soolam or tri 
pet creatures. Formerly tradition says that the 
temple after the Ardhajama was over, would 
to Sri Bairava and placed at his door step to be 
in the next morning for opening the temple and shrii.«. 
one day when the Battar forgetfully left his child ins.„ 
temple and remembered the fact after his locking the dow 

came back for the keys to the Sannadhi of Sri Kshetrapal_ 

stern voice of Sri Kshetrapalaka bade the Battar come in t 
next morning assuring him that the child would lie safe. But I 
distraught Battar was insistent; when, the irate deity threw 
child out. The vengeful Battar in consequence is stated to 
abstracted a portion of the Kala or Sakti of Sri Kshetrap 
and had it re — installed in a rock called the Kshetrap 
Kallu in the Hills which is also to this day worshipped by 
devotees and shown to the pilgrims for obeisance. In this 
dhi also the Battars give the worshippers “Vibboothi Prasa 
which may look as a rather strange phenomenon in this 
orthodox Vaishnavite temple of Then Thiruppathi- 
Prayogasara states that any worship or ceremony or 
carried out in a Siva temple without first worshipping 
palaka is absolutely bereft of any fruit, being d 
by him. “Mayura Banja” identifies Kshetrap^ 
Mahakala and Bairava. 44 Silpa Sara” identifies 1 
Vatuka Bairava. In the “Sri Bali” ceremony he is 
as Maha Bairava. Bairava is a god born of 
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worship is not so common in the Chola 
5 it is in the north. Benares is his chief place 
could be seen throughout India. The Kara 


PiB JvTfl 


mm 


5uprabedhagama give full details of this aspect of Siva. Pin- 
Nigantu says that Sri Kshetra Palaka is 1/10,000 th part 
While Rudra Yamala speaks to 64 aspects of Kshetra 
or Bairava. But the Siva Purana calls Bairava the 
Pooma Rupa ’ or full form of Sankara and states that those 
hose intellect is darkened by may a are not able to understand 
* superiority of this aspect of Siva. Vishnu Darmothara and Rupa 
idana also give details of the worship of this deity and his as- 
ts. He was the most popular deity among the Pasupatas, Kala- 
khas, and Kapalikas, and the Lingayats. The Lingayats were 
r devout adherants to these aspects of Siva and went in even 
for as to offer their heads to propitiate Siva as may be seen 
R?tn the inscriptions in the Nandi Mandapa in the Sri Sailam 
pflls. If so, had the Lingayats, anything to do with this 
emple.' An answer is fortunately available and would afford 
“nportant materials for scholars of research as well, as much as 
devotees. Near the present Alwar Sannadhi, there is a statue of 
1 Lingayat dignitary whose photograph is reproduced here in this 
00 r) oe may notice in it the "Lingam” which the Lingayats 
attach to their neck string in 
k 'as the foundar of the Lingayat 
n by birth and a nepl 
* of the Kala Ch 
had its cat 
and 
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the new faith had once many ad 
When and how it flourished and then 
influence is a problem for scholars of 
ince to the existence of the Sannadhi of 
is found in the Sthalapurana also Ch. IV. St, 53. ( 
need we wounder at the worship of Siva and Vishnu 
the same Temple here. There is nothing uncommon in 
except what we see in later day exotic fanaticism. The 
Alwars made no disinction between Siva and Vishnu. 
Peyalwar’s Pasuram.) 


UU 0 € 


©LJTi^T 


Cf. also Mahabaratha, Santi Parra. Moksha Dharma St. 26 & 

snrianft ft \ 

**** ^rsrf II 

srrrpn7T^%qr farm i 

The existance of the Shrines of Siva and Vishnu in 
same Temple and side by side is quite common. A few 
places are, Sikkal, Thirukkoshtiyure, Mahabalipuratn 
layyam. Chidambaram, Thirukkurungudi etc. The 
significance of the close proximity of the S^ 
/aksena and Bairava should be noted anc 

Ii. 



■H 




Mmk 
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Sri Godha’s Uthsava idol is in a sitting posture 
is rather rare. Sri Sundararaja in his Thirukkalyanam 
•es darsan with his four consorts viz Sri Devi, Sri 
i, Sri Kalyanasundaravalli and Sri Andal—a rare darsan 
.ble in Thiruinalirunjolamalai only. Sri Godha’s great 
►tion to her Lord can lie seen in the following stanza: 

ere’Turir j?;rmgnT:r~Tq;Tr vnjgr i 

\lagar both in the form of Sri Renganadha 
The author of Killai Vidu Thuthu has 
incident in his exquisite poems: — 


She murr 
ad Sri Sundara 
fine reference 






s/UftA’ 1 


that Sri Renganadha has garlanded many a 
nsort, while Sri Alagar will bestow his garland only to Sri Godha. 
er name Godha in tamil (Kothai) means a ‘ Malai" or garland. 
She is so called since she lias presented the lord both with her 

"Pa • Malai” and‘ Poo - Malai” ie. garland of poetry and gar¬ 
land of flowers. Her deep devotion to the Lord of these Hills 
is thus referred to in the Sri Vilhputhure Sthalapurana. 
(Published by Kavi Booshanam Sr. Narastmhachary. Swarm. 

irisamaya Divakaram Press, > 9 


surfmart: 

livery aslik child knows of 
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jspan of 14 ltJ 

She had a message to deliver which she di< 

; and leaving behind her her indelible impress she 
t the bosom of her Lord, whence she came. x 
lge which Godha delivered was that one shonia 
X passive till the Lord in his infinite mercy api 
devotee to give him deliverance, but one must seek mi 
and go to him to be merged in him as She herself has 
That was the basic difference between the method of the Eiev« 
Alwars and Sri Godha’s special approach. Like Jaya Deva tb* 
author of Gita - Govinda, iike Leela Sulca in Sri Krishna 
mritha and like Thirtha Narayanaswamt in his Sri 
Leela Tarangini, her theme in her Thirumozhi and Thiruppava. 
^ as | jeen » Jeevatma and Puramatma Samyoga, the highest 
litt&kunent that Saints strive after. No doubt, Periyalwar, 
Kaliyan and Nammalwar take up such themes as these 1 
[.Sri Godha s Thiruppavai and Thirumozhi which are stat 
to be the quintessence of the Upanisbads is unique and p 
nent aliove all. Sri Godha’s appearance upon this - 

ascribed to Kali 9/ A. D. She has her regular Shat Kala Pooja 
The devotee is given here, “Haridra Choorna Prasadara" as 
Sri Thayar’s Sannadhi. 


Sri Sudarsana. 

This is pronounced to be the 
innadhi in all India. The Mnolastana a 
very • 
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in ... 

is this Sannadhi here, that an A 
lost his eyesight some years ago when he 
down the Yantras and Mantras inscribed on the 
Sudarsana. It is a very ancient Sannadhi though the place 
wherein it appears to have been re—instalJed is of later origin. 
The ancient shrine of Sri Sudarsana appears to have been 
situate high up in the Hills, which subsequently fell into ruins, 
after which the re-installation might have taken place in the 
Temple proper. The Sannadhis of Sudarsana where He is in 
bis full power and Sannidhya do appear to have been consecrat¬ 
ed at hilltops or on the cool banks of Tanks or Water falls as 
in the case of Sri Sudarsana at North Thiruppathi. Tho 
Chakkrapani temple at Kumbakonam seems to be the only 
temple specially and separately dedicated for this Deity, while 
in certain important temples he has a separate Sannadhi only. 
The deity here completely conforms to the ‘Silpa-sara’ description, 
One can worship here Sri Sudarsana’s sixteen hands and the 
sixteen weapons held therein viz, conch, discus, bow, arc, sword, 
arrow, trident, noose, goad, lotus, thunderbolt, shield, plough, 
Pestle, club, and spear. His fiery aspect, triple eyes and protrud¬ 
ing teeth are noteworthy. Fully decorated is he seen in the 
*hatkona yantra. This is the frontal Uarsaua. A darsana 
the back side discloses a Jvoala Sarasimha with a Trikonu 
Mantra, and in Yogesxcara posture. An old inscription of the 
p andyan period (M. E. R. 290 -’30) refers to an endowment of 
v 'Uages with whose income ghee had to be provided for 
“nips »n Sri Sudarsana’s Sannadhi. 

S'** Lakahmi Nitrayami, Sri Ldkshnti Narasitnha , S 
1 araka, Sri Ren^amannar ami Sri Godha arc 


l in the corridor in 


the western Prakora. 
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n one 

i of Sri Yoga Narasimha in 
is a very ancient one, and much resorted to b ? 
ippcrs. The aspect of Sri Narasimha is considered * 
^^.stern, serene, austere and august. He is also know 
Jwala Narasimha. So great is his Ugra Thapas, that fire f 
believed to emanate from the depression in the crown of J 
head. And one may see to this day the opening in the ce'li * 
of the Prakara provided for the exit of the fire emanations, though 
right through it pass the Sun and the Moon and the R a | 
which all fall straight on the crown of the Lord’s head. 
to assuage the fiery heat of his Thapasya, he is given his 
daily Thirumanjana Abishekam of gingelly oil, milk, curd 
etc with specially procured Noopura Ganga Water brought 
from two miles up in the hills and in a ceremonious manner. 
The great Pachayappa of blessed memory has instituted a 
Kattalai for the Lord both for his Abishekam and Neivedyam 
which is scrupulously being observed to this day. A tablet of 
the year 1842 at the Sri Padinettampadi Gopuram gives details 
of this philanthropists endowments of a lakh of Pagodas with 
the income there from certain poojas and neivedyaras have 
to be done at the Temple. The tablet requests the reader of 
the inscription to see and report upon any irregular or imperfect 
performance of the charity. Another Yoga narasimha is io the 
first Prakara of the Lord on the northern side. There is 
Nrisimha idol in the Dasavatara Sannadhi and another is 
tailed at the entrance to the East Fort Gate and there are 
others also in the Kalyana Mahal. Just as in the North 
pathi, worship to Sri Narasimha here is a unique 
keeping with the following prayer: 

SHU 3ftT*: 
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mm 


ii 1 \ ri 


ac should miss the arresting vision ol 
_ addressing the suppliant Partha who „ IM=r 
^nch, Gandeepa-and arrows stands trembling" nTin” 
itb hands folded and rapt in reverence and hearing atteotr 
, the Gita Upadcsa of the Lord who has just assumed , 
-varoopa aspect. It is a grand conception of the sculptor w] 
translated the whole vision in a single piece of granite, 
ihna, Sri Partha, the bow, the conch, the arrow, the chanot 
excepting the wheels of his chariot are all chiselled in one 
piece of stone- This is a unique piece of art which 
the devotee shold not miss to have a Darsan of. 

Sri Sotapas or Mandoolca Maharishi:- 

One of the most important worship in the temple is that 
fSn Sutapas. His long bath in the Sri Noopura Ganga and the 
•pposed slight he was thought to be guilty of by Sri Durvas 
of Atri and Anasuya and afraid of whose ire even Siva used 
to dance to please him), the Yala Kilyas, and other sages who 
all comg'to visit this sage in his Asrama here and who were 
I made to wait a long time, since Sri Sutapas w'as engaged in 
Aganaarshana Snana and did not notice their presence, and 
consequent curse bestowed on him by the sage Durvasa 
^ by Sutapas was turned into a frog and from which he 
releived by the grace of Sri Sundararaja and which 
Wm the title of Mandooka Maharishi. give the back _ 
s «alapurana episode so beautifully described in chi 
' M& XfIof the Vrisliabadri Mahatmya- 

‘‘•buj, Kri.hna and Sri Nartana Kri 

y »fe inimitable in their p<* c and g r » 

devotee should nn ^ tniss woisbipp ,n £ 


episode 
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,*■ 4 


: * 


. the 

on the Pz 

of art could appreciate. 

raswati's shrine. 

This is situate west of the Yagasala. 
vati is another special feature in this Vaishna\ 

Dasavathara Shrine. 

Quite another interesting feature of worship in thi 
is the Dasavathara Sannadhi. The idols of the Dasavat 
are all Unique in their conception and grandeur. The 
and Koortna Avatars are quite life-like in their execution. *A 
few avatars like, Varaha, Parasurama, Balarama are rah 

and at present not traceable. The worship of Dn sa vnt_ 

Idols is a rare and unique privilege which is afforded to the 
pilgrims only in this hoary stala. 

Of the Hindu triad, Vishnu alone as holding the ofL* 
of Protector has often to incarnate in Avatars in this world for 
the protection of the good and the punishment of the wicket 
and for the. establishment of Dharma as the Lord discloses ii 
the Gita: 

qTbmrr*i en^rr * 3^1 1 

The following arc stated to be the 10 Avatars of Vi 

Parasurama <Aves») 


1. Matsya (Fish) 


*) 


7. Kamachandra (Pa* 

8. Krishna (Full) 
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ing five 

not generally worshipj_ 

Kalki of course is not yet ij. w 
le. Parasuraraa is stated to be an „„ 
r meeting Sri Ramachandra, Vishnu’s 
irasurama passed on to Sri Rama. Krishna’s Aval 
a Full Avatara. The remaining Avatars are__ 

partial. According to Bagavata Purana, Vishnu has 

They are as follows:— 


1 . 

Kesava 

13. 

Sankarshana 

2. 

Narayana 

14. 

Vasudeva 

3. 

Madhava 

15. 

Pradhyumna 

4- 

Govinda 

16. 

Anirudha 

5. 

Vishnu 

17. 

Purushotharaa 

6 . 

Madhusudhana 

18. 

Adhokshaja 

7. 

Thrivikrama 

19. 

Narasimha 

8. 

Vamana 

20. 

Achyutha 

9. 

Sridhara 

21. 

Janardhana 

10. 

Hrishikesa 

22. 

Upendra 

11. 

Padhmanabha 

23. 

Hari 

12. 

Dhamodhara 

24. 

Krishna 


All 

temple at 


carved on the walls of the 


these forms of called C 

... Nuggihalli, as alSO '“ ^ ro « and feo* " 
W^tiPmarsat Sor^-.-^ ’ ‘ 

and on a beam m ^ ^ Curtis « . 

desa nlso, are thos ^ ^ ^ sculptures>« 


Kuot 
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Vishni 


Seshaj 


; Budhdha. When Balarama is acknowl 
Untar or Amsa or manifestation of SriAdhi Sesha, 
how could he l>e treated as an incarnation of 
question. Lakshmana who was an incarnation of Adi 
not sought to be included as an Avatar of Vishnu. 
“Brahmiya—Silpa” does not include Budhdha in the Avatars' 
Vishnu, but has Krishna in his place. 

The *'Mana Sara” gives complete details for the ms 
of Budhdha Idols. 

According to the following verses Balarama or Hales* 
comes next to Sri Ratna; and Bala Deva has had but 
temples in all India—Puri (where he is depicted along wit 
his sister Subhadra and Krishna), Tiruchchanur and Alagar 
Hills. Some scholars think that Bala Deva had a temple at 
Pugar also, the submerged Kavcripumpattanam. 

JTrSSp fwf qrrgsi STTrfogsj grrtR: | 
rmt rrrrsj rmxi ^ur: ii 

tFtsA f^rcnr $; r .aT (or 5.^)—II 

In the Sankalpas performed at Gaya, the expression 
Budhdha Avatara Stala is stated to be used. Jayadeva, author 
of Gita Govmda when he is singing of the 10 Avatars, sings 

nf thf» RnHhHh Al'flhro nc . 


making 


three 


of the Budhdha Avatara as follows:- 






5Tft?:—3PI 3m^t5T ft II 


1st 


10 A\ 


its 


represent 
put 
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itial spirit.” 

of Koil Thiruppalliyarai Nachiar. 

This is not identified now. Idol also is missing. M. E 
’30 mentions an endowment for this Deity, of a 
Vecra Panjara Vilagam by one Sambiyatherayar. 

lagramas. 

A Darsana of the Salagramas of this temple should not 
missed bv the Devotee. There arc several hundreds of these 
Salagramas here and are in worship either in the Nitya Aradhana 
Receptacle or in the garlands of Sri Sundararaja or that of Sri 
t&ramaswami. They are all in various sizes, various forms and 
ious colours. They are stated to have been got from either 
Gandaki or Nepal or from the Chakra Thirtha at the Hari 
® the Avanti. Msgasthenes refers to the existence of 
>ld in the Salagrama. Though bejewelled in a garland form 
ey are too weighty to be easily handled by one single indi- 
uaJ. These Salagramas are stated to represent the formless 
Brahman. Their inside represent varied kinds of “Chakras'* 
sd therein by Sri Vishnu himself in the guise of a 
’ajra Kita“. These Salagramas are stated to originate on 
rare and auspicious occasions and constellations and arc 
ited to grow' on for 1000 years and over. There are scores 
scores of varieties of these Salagramas. They go by the 
of the first nine Avatars, the Navagrahas, various aspects 
Siva, Vishnu and Saivite and Vaishnavite Saktis and 
they are mostly Vaishnavite. The Salagrama of Vasui 
^ ’ to be white in colour, that of Hirany^ Garba 
'umna is red, Vishnu is black, Narayana is 
is tawny and Vamana is deep 
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mm 




f a Tirtha in 

rner) got down for his bath in tL xa 
>uted to have moved out of the receptacTa, 

• v . dCV ° tee ,nt ° the tirtha wherein it tried to a - 
arious tests arc known by which a genuine Saiagrama T 
W hen they are placed in Milk or Rice they are eA j * 
m bulk and weight. When a pointed purified pin like cnd( 
a style is used) is placed on the crest of the l t 
found to turn round and round in Pradakshina form'S* 
Abishcka waters are distributed in this Sannadhi every day 
pilgrim an worshipper. So great is its spiritual infit 
at even to-day oaths in Courts and Tribunals, in the Free, 
settlements of Kara.kal, Pondicherry etc. are administered, 
Hindus with the waters from a Stali wherein the Saiagrama a, 
Thuiasi leaves are placed. Fortunate and blessed indeed t 
that gets a voluntary gift of a genuine Saiagrama for his 
and worship from a really devout Adhikari. 

Dwara Palakas:- 

These are the guardians placed at the entrance oft 
temple. They are Gods and have their daily worship along wi 
the Suthu-Kovil Gods. The Dwarapalakas at the First ent 
ire known by the names of Chanda and Pracbanda, 
at the second entrance as jaya and Vijaya and those at t 
third as Harabadhra and Subadra. Their protruding cat 
teeth and the Ahvana and Niryana Mudra poses of their 1 
are their distinguishing characteristics. Generally they 
four hands. But the southern Dwara Palaka in the First 
this temple has six hands which 




four hands only 


unique 


^ v V * 6 ' 




and 
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Jr or 
■Chathur 

up at Alagar Hills, certain lands 
1 by Maravarman Kulasekhara Deva I, wh 
in his throne ‘Kachikku-Vachchan’ in his Palace 
im in Urayure Kurrarn a subdivision of Thcnkarai 
ra Vala Nadu (M. E. R. 318 of *30). 

Alxcars. The title of “Alwar” means one who 
>, deep in the ocean of the Bliss of the Lord’s Love or Bakthi. 
are twelve in number. They are conceived to be the divine 
ignia etc of Sri Mahavishnu who is said to have directed 
them to assume births in this mortal world, at different Kshetras 
and during different ages and in various castes etc. for teaching 
id guiding the mortals in the right path of Bakthi. A tabular 
Ltemcnt is attached to this showing their Avatars io the order 
as accepted by the orthodox school of Vaishnavite scholars, 
ring particulars of the dates of their birth, their Amsas, 
irentage, the number of years they lived among the peoples 
the world, the writings attributed to them and the Sanskrit 
names by which they were hailed by their con temporaries. Of die 

twelve Alwars Poihayar, Boothathar and Pcy Al " ar *" 

TH,' i • • , i oricin at the end of the Dwapara 

Toirumazhisa.ar took their origin ^ Thcir pIaces of 

fnga and the rest in 

jin were all situate .» — - Dravida Desa. of these 

i. e.,, the 


Kali Vuga- Their places 

in «. 

T— 1 <■ » 

Ive, the births of five are *upe who had fais sway „ 

One Sri Kulasekhara wa, a ku. ^ Nam| 

se Kingdoms of Chera. _ )a lhc res t i 

,c of them 

in 

Sri Nt 
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have not visited all __ 

▼ I 

Thondaradippodi and Sri Panar know 
Desas but their Srirengam. Periyalwar has 
ive Stalas. Sri Andal knows but three Viz. Srh 
Thirumalirunjolai and Srirengam. Kulasekhara has visited 
But Thlrumangai has visited 86 Stalas, the greatest m 
them all. Kulasekhara is stated to have visited Thii 
jolamalai and made Mangalasasanam therein but no “] 
is available in support thereof. Of these Alwars, only 
according to some have visited Alagar Hills and made Man* 
sasanatn there. But according to the authors of 
Kalambakam all the “Ten Alwars" (i e. the Twelve Ah 
excepting Sri Mathura Kavi & Sri Godha) arc stated 
have visited the Stala and sung of our L.ord Sri Alagar 

CiTawu ri etc. St. 4, Alagar 
bakam. Sri Godha on account of her pre-eminent positon as 
consort of the Lord is not considered by some as one am< 
the Alwars. Short details connected with their life history 
their connection with this Kshctra are noted herein. The ni 
of the Alwars arc thus commonly refererd to:— 

•ri Ccjjjt ;' 



1 


pj9 




|HH1 —Sri Manavala Manu 

Sri Boothathalwar. 

He is the second of the three Mudhal Alwars, the 
being the great Ayonija Muni Sri Poihai Alwar. He was boro 
the Dwapara Yuga in the year Siddarthi-8,61,902 (B.C. 
as detailed in the tabular statement. He was born 
next day to that of Sri Poihi Alwar’s Avatara. His 
was Tbirukkadan Malli or Mahabalipuram the 



the 


bv, 
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•He lived for 3120 years. 


the 


ie songs or Tasurams connected with Thirumali 
ittributed to him. 

ralwar. 

He was the third in order of the date of birth among 
: three Mudal Alwars, liaving been born the very next day 
Bootham. It was at Mylapore or Thirumayilai and 
the sacred well of Sri Madhava Perumal Temple in a Red 
flower his origin is attributed. His Amsa is that of Nandaka 
or Sword. His other name is “Mahadahvaya” since he was 
greatest Baktha of the age and since it was through his 
^nmeDtality God appeared unto Sri Thirumazhisai. 

He was called ‘ Peyalwar” because he would behave like 
nc possessed as it were of some spirit. Deep in contemplation, 
ition or enjoyment of the glories and glorious attributes of 
Lord, he would be always found forgetting himself and his 
fundings, dancing or singing, roaming or jumping with joy, 
the Lord everywhere, feeling his presence everywhere, 
Qghing and weeping and his eyes rolling and melting with 
and joy and vanishing himself as it were in divine 
1 ecstacy. He is reputed to have lived for 3325 years. 
5ode of the Mudal Alwars meeting each other at Thiruk- 
Iur c and the appearance and blessings of the Lord to them 
"" stormy and wintry night in a cold and chill payal is one 
i'ery Astika is familiar with. The broadness of their heart 

1 charitable 

themselves ' _ 

r and —* one of us, 

sympat 
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given one Pasuram for 

sriyalwar. 

As might be seen from the Tabular Statement, a 
to the orthodox dating, he was born in 47 Kali or ft* 
at Sriviiiiputhure. He was of Brahmin parentage 
to the Soliya sect. His father was one Mukunda Battar° 
mother’s name was Padmavalli. He was the Amsa of Sri Ga 
the protector of the Vedas. His other name was Vishnu Chfttf 
He was laterly offered the appellations of “Villiputhure-vedaW 
by the people and “Battarpiran” by King Sri Vallabha. In 
his works he uses the name of Vishnu Chitta only as 
colophan. His guru was Sri Senai Mudaliar from Sri Vaikunt**. 
His favourite object of worship was the Krishnavatara. Hb 
mam object in life was to rear Thulasi Nandavanam and present 
flowers and Thulasi to Sri Vatapatra Sayin of Sriviiiiputhure. 
The important incidents of his life were 

(i) His meeting of Sri Vallabha, King of Madura wU 

he was patrolling the city in the night like Calip Harounal* 
Raschid of later days and raising in the King the desire to 
out ways and means for attaining one’s “Atma Sreyas”. 

(in) His establishing in the court of Madura, amid! 
the greatest of professors versed in Buddhism, Jainism, Si 
and Sakta, Sankya, Mayavatha. Vaiseshica, Pasupata etc. 
the greatness of Sri Mahavishnu as the Param Jy< 

Param Thatwam and triumphantly accepting the hug 
money presents tied to a pole which vol 

(iii) The episode of Sri Godlia, 
and his visit with her to 
as greater than 


(iv) His aut 
iu (12) and Thii 
34 
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■ 






in Kali 39 

His father Neela was ^ 

Chola monarch. He is reputed to 

births a Brahmin by the name of Kar<3_ 

; Kritha Yuga; a Kshatriya and King by the name 
ivas in the Threta Yuga; a Vaishya by the name 




in the Dwapara Yuga; and a Kalla in the Kali 
He was known by many other names. The name of 
la was given to him because of the great valour he 
fed in many great battles. He was made also a subsidiary 
and ruler of a state for his services to the Chola. His 
mtic meeting with the divine damsel Kumudhavalli was the 
lose of his becoming the recipient of divine grace and blessing, 
obtain her favours the devotee had first to obey all her 
landmcnts, first to become a Yaishnavite undergoing the 
Samskaras, then to feed 1008 Sri Vaishnavas every day 
-. one full year etc. etc. Impoverished at these Kainkaryams. 
ic decided to become a Robinbood oc a Robert Macaire and 
sve the wicked but wealthy people of the burden of their 
for diversion to charitable and religious purposes, and 
according to the philosophy of this devotee was an ordain- 

>harma but no sin- 

With the assistance of his able and 
' all delighted themselves fa ^£S 

Wiuct. Nir-MC-Nadappan (one capable^valk.ng mse]f ■ 

r - Othunguvan (one » ° ^ who wi n drag his vf 

jws), Chayai Pidippan 
■ catching hold of 
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his teeth. First by the 
t his Lakshmikataksha and An 
hailed as “Are you our Kaliyan?" 
iquered the influence of Kali ?) Even yet his 
la'Kainkaryam which was the article of faith 
loo deeply rooted in his mind and made him 
to walk off with the booty, but the booty though ba 
bundled in portable size and form proved to be a 
beyond the power of man to lift op. Kaliyan 
charged the Lord of being a necromancer and thr 
the traveller to teach him the art. The generous tr 
yielded and drawing the bandit’s frank and earnest ear 
His mouth gave him the “Sri Ashtakshara" and blessed him 
His hands. Light dawned immediately upon the Bandit 
tain and he atonce realised that it was Sri MahaVishnu 
who had played this Lcela for emancipating him. Foi 
Sri Narayana revealed himself to him in his true aspect 
showered upon him all kinds of blessings 

Born himself a poet, and initiated too by Sri Na 
himself, need we say that the poet, and the seer in fc 
resplendent and glorious for the benefit of the uni 
poured forth the great truths of religion in various 
themes that earned him the titles of “Nar-“ 

<* A«-iil-\fnri*\ “Knviloka 
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to have plunaera me tsudhdha Vihara aru 
i at Negapatam and constructed wherewith the 
tter forts of Srirengam temple. He 
irunjolai and his songs concerning this Kshctera 
iber- He lived for 105 years. 

imalwar. 

He was born on the 43rd day after the beginning of the 
tali Yuga, 3102 B. C. His birth place was Thiruk-kurugure on 
iks of the Tambrapami in the Pandya Nad. He was by 
a Vella la. His parents were Sri Por-Kari and Srimathi 
iya*Nangai. Having been childless for long the couple made 
Tapasya to the Lord at Thirukkurungudi and were blessed with 
i child who later became the greatest^of Alwars. Some refer 
lo his Avatar thus. 

arrrr ii 

Nammalwar was the Amsam of the Lord, Kausthuba 
Vishvaksena and the Lords of the Panchayudhas. Hence 
w as known as the possessor of the Ashtamsas. 

Jrangappuli *acred to Nammalwar. 

There is an interesting history connected with this Tree, 
of the Tamarind class generally close their spread out 
’ on the approach of night and spread them out again on 
j An exception to this was the Crangappuli Tree at 
21 years before the birth of Nammalwar, this 
lha came into existence on Mula 
>f the year Jswara. This Uranga 
shelter and 
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or accordin 0 

jusi when it is entering this world that is 
cular ‘Vayoo” called “Sata” to envelope the bab* 
e it forget its divine quality and making it under go the 
ice and sufterings of mortals. The story is that when the i 
Nammalwar) was about to be born, this “Sata Vaj 
attempted to envelope him. Sri Nammalwar with a "H 
kara sabda" made it vanish out of sight, thereby himself 
and preserving the qualities of omniscience and other divine q 
lities with which Nammalwar was ever endowed. Hence his na 
‘‘Sata Kopa”. Since Sata Kopa centred his whole faith 
object in the Lord’s feet, the Lord’s feet (Sandals) was 0 .._ 
the name of the Saint namely “Sata Kopa-” Another name given 
to him was “Maran” which means “Opposite’*. For, since 
birth unlike other children he never showed the characteri 
of the mortal children such as wakefulness, hunger, crying 
playing etc; with various nature’s calls absent and living witL 
milk or food and exhibiting no other worldy act up to his 1 

year, immersed as he was in Samadhi, his life was remarka_ 

in many ways. His worldly existence was but for 35 years only 
as in the case of Sri Sankara or Sri Vivekannnda. • 

The first occasion after his birth when he opened his 
and spoke was, when Madura Kavi his would-be Sishya gu. 
by the light in the south which he ultimatly traced to N 
malwar’s Tapo Vrikhsha came from Ayodhya by divine ' 
Divine lights or Stars guiding great and good men to the • 


his 
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gjcl^ wte sum^Tcr: ftr^TRg fesm^FTTs 11 

He was called “Vakula Barana” because he was prcsentc 
h a Vakula Mala by the Lord at Thirukkurugure. His nam< 
rankusa” has to be traced to the fact that he acted as 
uisa" to the heresies that prevailed during his time. He 
called “Nammalwar” by the Lord himself because he was 
idearest and nearest of Alwars to the Lord’s heart. 

According to the Sri Vaishnava Hageolists, the various 
are compared to various limbs of Sri Kammalwar as 
/s:* 


1. 

Bootham 

Head 

2. 

Poihai & Sri Pev 

m 

Eyes 

3. 

Periyalwar 

Face. 

4. 

Thirumazhisai 

Neck. 

5. 

Kulasckhara and Panar 

Hands. 

6. 

Thondaradippodi 

Chest. 

7. 

Thirumangai 

Navel. 

9. 

Madhura Kavi 

Feet. 

9. 

Nammalwar 

The being that has the 


above limbs. 

The posture of Sri Nammalwar’s Vigruha placed in wor- 
*n the many Vaishnavite shrines of South India differs 
that in these Hills. Elsewhere the hand has th 
or Chin Mudbra. But here the uosc ia Ani 

► because o 
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jd&wGai J 

Nammalwar was one of the most devout Bakthas 
Alagar. His songs in connection with’this Stala are 46 

Acharya Sannadhi. 



Being a stronghold of Sri Vaishnavism, the Vaishnavitj 
Acharyas had special pre * eminence here. This Stala has 
of the Peetams of the 74 Simhasanadhipathis installed by 
Ramanuja. The Jeer here is hailed as “Thirumalirunjols 
Jeer” A special Arayar also was instituted for this Sant 
He was hailed as “Thirumalirunjolaimalai Arayar”. 

Sri Ramanuja. 

The Sannadhi of Sri Ramanuja or "Emberumanai* 
greatest protagonist of Sri Vaishnavism in India was constructed 
and the idol of Sri Emberumanar was set up by one Tbunja 
lurudaiyan Uyyavandan alias Sundara Pandyan Kalinga Rayan, 
The idols of Sri Ramanuja here are stated to bear a strike 
resemblence to those at Melkote and Sri Perumbudure which 
are reputed to possess idols of Ramanuja set up in his own 
time and with his approval. This Kalingarayan who construe 
the shirne endowed also the same with the village of Kuraiy* 
valvitta Perumal Nallure, for meeting the expenses of 
ings etc- for this shrine (M. E. R. 16/32). The shrine dcdic 
to Sri Ramanuja has been very popular here. According to 
Madathu Varalaru, Sri Senapati Jeer was the first™ 
anointed in the Peetam here by Sri Ramanuja. It is stated 
in that he was responsible for consecrating the Embcrt 
Sannathi and the installation of the Emberumanar idol tber 
while Anontharaya set up the idol of Ramanuja at North 
patbi and instituted the Adhyayana festival there 

1 recital of Uamr - - “ 


,ara- 


offc 
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was during nis 
4000 years 

manasically offered to the Lord - loo 
/adisal and 100 Thadas of Butter, 
ition of the fulfillment of her Kainkaryam to 
hailed Sri Ramanuja as "Koil Annan”. This inc 
to in St. 106 of Yatiraja Vaibhava of Sri Va 

<Tc*=[ft ttt^t JT^n?r 

? 3T'^RR^'ITrT ITrqff| 

q, ' rt4 sftamivf mi-j I 

_ . A , ft ( f, r o b [ s re,urn from the Yatra, Sri Bashyam was begun. 

Then fa 1078 began the persecution by the Courtiers of Kulo- 
thunga Chola. which made him leave Sri Kangam to Tondanurei 
mnure near Melkote after worsting in discussion Sri Yadhava 
asa with regard to the I apta Mudra controversy and con* 

_ . j *» b ' s faith and also after converting his* cousin 

Covmda Battar manager of Kalahasthi Temple and giving him the 

2Z:,? mb r U ™ ,hiSpCriod that Yagna Moor,hi «s 
. an f» ,ven the name of Arulala Perumal Emberun 

mJ^T and 1,ra ">*ya Sara. The next mos. 

P ?.‘ a "' COnVerS, °" was ,ha ‘ <ho Jaina King Bitti Deva of 

^Hoysala country and re-naming him as Vishnu Vardhao. fa 

r?K„“ Raja s I«W from its Tern, 


# /r% . #Ji _ iuoi ir 

■tam (Ch.dambara) took place in 1087. 
a, Tondannrc. Sri Ramanuja finished the 


<c Thirumula Sag ara wit 


of 
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na at Talakad, Thirunarayana at Yadha 
the temples at Gadag and Tonnure. 

I* i 

was when he was engaged in these temple building 
5 , ncvss reached Ramanuja of Kulothunga having died 
This Chola king, the patron of Sekkilar who wrote 
iya Purana, had many aliases such as, Anapaya Chola, 

Nitru Chola, Kriraikanda Chola, Karikala Chola, Rajendra 

hola etc. 


fishnu 


In 1118 Ramanuja visited Thiruppathi and gave his deci- 
re: the identity of the idol there as to whether the idol was 
or Siva. In 11-5 Sri Ramanuja returned to Srirengam 
^ f^aslivaTn. i i stayed there till his Siddhi 
*137. Sri Ramanuja has seven popular names (in addition to 
; ) given to him on various occasions as follows:— 

i. During the Namakarnnam, on the 12th day of his 
birth he was given the name of "Ilaya Alwar” by 
Periya Thirumalai Nambi. 

• • 

After the Ashrama * Swikaranam, he was hailed as 
B| . “Ramanuja” by Deva Perumal. 

After he went to the Sannadhi of Sriren 
Lord blessed him with the title of ' Udaj 

The great Thirukkoshtiyurc Nambi 
qualities of head a 


Ml 

EH 
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m 


Godha address him as 
tion and love. 

vi. His marked wisdom and knowledge 
athi at the Saradha Peetam so much as to bestow 

im the name of Sri "Bashyakar”. ,'y?: 

vii. When he performed the Sathabishekam, he 
crowned with the appellation of “Yati Rajan.” 

The Gurus of Sri Ramanuja were 5 in number as follows:— 

Periya Nambi (Samasrayana Achar) 

Thirukkottiyur Nambi (Charama Sloka Upadesaks 
Periya Thirumalai Nambi (Sri Ramayana Guru) 

iv. Thirumalai Andar (Expounder of Bagavad Vish 

Thiruvaimo^hi etc,) 

v. and Tlurukkachi Nambi (Atma Swaroopa Upadeshakt 
In the Sannadhi of Udayavar the devotee can have darsan 
Ol his great chela Sri Koorathalv.ir, whose unintentional 
punning upon the words “Drona” and “Siva" is alleged to have 
been the immediate cau* of the ire of Kulothunga's court 
which resulted in Sr. Ramanuja's leaving the Chola Coo 
and Kurathalwars loosing his eyesight by his own 

Pacha Karppooram to his eyes which he determined Ml,n 
not see the Chola fanatics. His soeri.i ne< * S ^° 

tempie and' claim for the grace ^ L TT"* 

already been noticed re: the discLl S , n . S, "" ,h ™ Bahu 

uas.on of "Sundara Ba 
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,vr%« ..~ was constructed for Sri Manavalu • 

*.ie King Mavali Vanadharayar in or about 1464 
instance of Yathiraja Jeer, nominee for this Jeer's 
klanavalamamuni at Thirumnlirunjolaiinalai after the 
j of the defunct Jeership. The shrine is now in ruins 
, .novation and the idol is now housed in the Alwar’s 
hi. Acharya Manavalamamuni according to Sri Pillai 
arya's work Yatindra Pravana Prabavam a work dealing 
the life and works of Sri Manavalamamuni, his date of birth 
given as Kali 4371 - Sadharana year * Arpisi month - Sukla 
ithurthi - Thursday and Moola Nakshatra-Saka 1293 - 
D. 1371. Sri Manavalamamuni has visited Srirengara in A. D. 
1425 or Saka 1347 and effected many reforms there and was 

sanding and propagating the greatness of the Visishtadvaitha 

idhantham. 

Sri Vedanta Desika. 

The shrine of Sri Vedanta Desika could not now be 
tidentified, nor could the existence of the idol be at present traced 
out. That such a shrine and such an idol did exist is evidenced : 

>an inscription which has been copied by the Epicrsohi*-! 
Department (M. E. K- No. 28/32). i>rapnicaj 

catholicity of the Prabhandic Religion 

The toleraucc of the Alwars and Acharyas and th 
-Hy of their teachings and tenets arc some of 11 " 
.. philosophy. So far as - Gl 

- “ ' ....... 2T 

was the 
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- provided he 
t*r's pasuram. 




TQfStorpjx Ltoiffigiu Guj^wrisml 
Gstt^Gojlc iri4.ujTt*sirT^<w 

ii. Cf. Nammalwar’s pasuram. 

(gUV/BirOfe Stjil fair 

erpp^Gsr t&iifTs&jutfi faxi’i—73 if ^>.w;l.7«.T4» (T&gjult 
&£& jfjg sis ssse*v i&ssnti d' .sir . 2 JW f ?) «7Qar«Br^»air 
sirvCTjgri /riouxfLitrr Qjunas. tQ**r. 


iii. Cf. Kurathalwar’s Slok 


ca¬ 


non 


cra^rrflcrT tursn »rr^rT<n eferT iftsft , 

?TT^T: <TcSronr f^T?*T 

One of Ramanuja’s Guru was Thirukkachchi Nambi t 
- brahmin disciple of Alavandar 

Ramanuja after his bath in the Kavcri used to return 
supporting himself on the arms of Pillai Uranga Villidasar a 
non - brahmin by birth and his favourite Chela. Maraneri 

Nambi a Chela of Alavandar is stated to have belonged to the 

Panchama caste. 

Vilanjolai Pillai a disciple of Pillai Lokacharya is stated 
to have belonged to the Panchama caste. 

Sri Ramanuja had the temples of Melkote, Bclurc, etc. 
thrown open lor one day in the year for Harijan worship- 
Mew instances alone will suffice to show the large hearted 
e of these saints and seers of Vaishnavism. 

Sadirila Madavar. 

.1 J'" S ' 5 ® S “ ,,,ladhi of Prabhandhic fame. It is the Sanm 
the Sapta Matrikas who arc Br. ■ 

—avi. Varahi. 
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>r mother 

rie, Dravidian in its o 

Bti .. __ Dravidian* the mother 

Treat Mother has been under worship universally, 
ben jo Daro, Harappa and Chanhu Daro excavations also 
led the cult of the mother worship. In Syria and Asia 
Jbor also, the Babylonians, the Syrians, the Phrygians etc. 

worshipping the great mother as " Ma ”, an abbreviated 
vrm evidently of Uma. In the Hittite (Siddhantee) empire which 
tad been flourishing from 3000 B. C. to 500 B. C- and even 
i inbsequently also though that empire ceased to exist, the e 
of their country was studded with many temples almost rivalling 

• 11*4.* •»#-}-» * Pan vara Ocv&tftS also ttlft t 

the temples and deities with the larnara 

ci* c ,i. !„ i: Q 'I'lic very plan and construction o»« 

we find in South India. me ver> 

« t i _ i installed thcrcini tnc 

these temples, the Gods and Godt> . b thc Prie sts and 

rituals and forms of worship °i >scr L n ^vrlusion 

Devadas,, with 

the performance ol the very fe ntral sirazhiManda- 

(tstival, the Tcppam festival aronn fl . p est ival, and 

pant, the Deepotsavam or SokkappanaM procc3S ions and 

innumerable other (est.va Is 11 {rora , at an d near and 

paraphcrnalias and resorted to > P £ o(rcr jngs and observ- 

“en Irotn India itself ! can> mg ^ sacrifices etc. were aU 
s or the shaving these temples even 

Indian in or, - 
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d to by Lucien are the folk 

i. In the inner sacred shrine is the gold idol of the 
on a Bull! with a trident in his hand ( 

ii. Near that God is the gold image of the G< 
ited on a Lion I The Goddess has a sceptre in one of 
tnds, and a distaff in another. She has a girdle round her 

Her ornaments of various precious gems and stones flash 1L 
fire. These are offerings from Egyptians, Indians, Ethiopian! 
Medes, Armenians and Babylonians. The greatest and m< 
wonderful gem she wears called Lychmis which flashes a stranj 
and wonderful light “in the night time which makes the 
whole temple gleam brightly as by the light of myriads of 

candles.The gem has the likeness of a bright fire” The 

marvel about this image is that it appears to look at one straight 
and in the face \vhich*ever direction one may assume. 

iii. Then there is the Sun God. 

lv ‘ There is another God ** Sandan ” having almost all 
the forms and attributes of " Skandhan ”. 

v. Another goddess is “Naked, with dishevelled 
radiate hair” resembling our “ Kali ”. 

• 

The description and attributes showered upon the . 
dess, the presiding deity, corresponds to Sri Lalita. Her Ni 
vali and Stotra is chanted during worship. Singing,, 
upon pipes, and shaking of rattle, accompany the worship. 

The following interesting items are also noteworthy* 

'* The fishes of different kinds in this Hieropol 
'-mi when called by names appear when 
? » the bolyThi - 
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_ several sacrcc . 

U1 their sealed vessels which after 

O I 

Officials and broken by them, their contents 
deities as Abishekam as it is even now being done 
i, Rameswaram and Benares- 

iiu In the festival of the Pyre or the Lamp, trees are 
and set fire to and the God is carried round it 

iv. On certain days people congregate before the Temple 
Lnce and have their back lashed while their accompanying 
I plays the pipes, beats drums, or sing divine and sacred 

a constant sight at Sri Alagar Hills. 

v. The Thirukkalvana festival (Divine marriage) is an 

anal festival. 

vi. The first growth of the hair of chidren is dedicated 

to the deity and the shave is given to the Temple- Locks of hair . 
ire often put in gold or silver or ordinary vessels and offered to 
the temple with their names inscribed there *«• L “ cia " ' 

m his writings that his Vessel of hair was still in the Tc p 

there with his inscribed name. , . 

i vii. one difference between 0. 

•t Hieropolis and South India is • vict!m at the altar, 

*ater alone is sprinkled on die India 

the actual slaughter being done outside, wn 

‘ ** ^ „ r-nro&c should not enter the 

viii. Any one that secs a corpse Js ^ 

l temple on that same day but he may 

U,on ‘ * 4 /»nth pollution should not enter 

ix. Those who have got c ‘ a f tcnV ards after shaving 

nple for 30 days. They can 

and undergoing P'>"‘ ' and is hc | d in 
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were called “teachers’* 

vii. The temple of Babylos celebrates a f 
the “Holy Festival* 

xiii. Hanging the garments on sacred Trees was 
a common feature. 

xiv. Brahmins, settled in Egypt, Palestine and 
countries as stated by Philo the Jewish historian, Pliny and o 


other 


Miss Wanda Dynowska (Poland) and Miss Pascal^ 
Mallet (France) who were making a spiritual pilgrimage through*’ 
out India and who had the highest praise for the innate kind¬ 
ness of Indian nature, the occult power of Hindu Temples and 
the spiritual quality of Indian music have stated that they were 
much impressed by the occult power of Hindu Templed and that 
these Hindu Temples were like charged Batteries of power and 
that Except in two places, dedicated to the world mother in 
Poland, she had not experienced such power any where in the 
west and that the occult power at Chidambaram, Madura and 
Trichandurc was slightly different one from the other, but that 
r*T case, the temple had a highly charged store house of 

power. The cult of the “Mother worship” in Poland and temples 
dedicated for the purpose in Poland referred to by Miss 
Dynowska may be surprising indeed. But what is more winder¬ 
ful is the reference in Skanda Purana, (Kalanidhi Press Edn. p 
129), that of the 04 Saktt Peetatns dedicated to the world 
mother Para Sakti, the loth Pectam known by the name of 
'Seela Sarswathi' Peetam is located in China 
Sri Naganadha’s shrine. 

This is in the Madhavi Mandapam. Nagns are fot 
engraved on the face of the Ilill itself. It enshrines hundreds- 
idred, of Sagas or serpent .images. Serpent 

Nama images in stone with 
arc 
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MMI 



to have heen universal, 
in the Buddhist’s "Niddcsa” as 
century B. C. even. The emperors of Vi_ 
devout Naga worshippers. The Naga shrine 
t at Vijayanagar has been a very famous one. 

Rakkayee Amman. 

Sri Rakkayee was the second daughter of Angirasa 
rishi, born to his wife Sraddha Devi who was the 
iter of Kardhamaprajapathi and his wife Devahoothi Devi, 
ir other children being Stnivali, Guhu> Anumathi* Psakathya* 
Brahaspathi. Sri Rakha married Dhadha one of the 12 
hyas born to Kasyapa and Adhithi* The most sacred day i 
Sri Rakha’s (Rakkayce’s) worship is the Amavasya day of 
ich she is the Adhishtana Devatha. She presides over the 
irthas and the Sthalas in the Hills and people in their scores old 
thousands resort for a bath in the holy Thirtham and for her 
hip on full moon days even to this date. 

According to the Vaikhanasa Vaishnavite Agamas she 
one of the Parivara Dcvatas in a 


Vishnu Temple and has to 


Occupy the 3rd Avarana, her position being ^ 

to the Moolas.hana, her sister Sinivali's pos.t.on be,ng North 

, . . „ to Sri Sundararaja and 

forth East in the same Avarana. , 

* • c f ; Wnkha is the most popular one 

the shrioG OI Sri KuKna 

t tarn bad f . , j n t bc Vaikhanasa Agama. 

these Hills. She is thus referred to in u> 




trsx 


*»: 
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be in an in* 
;re Sri Subranianya 




The annual Karthigai or 


carried on, on 


summit of the 


ted to be 
light 

Vellimalai, after wor 

revered Deity, the 


offerings are given to that univers 
Sri Vellimalai Andi. 

Kshetrapalakan Kallu. 

This is that famous and Venerated white piece 
projecting perpendicular rock stated to be presided over by 
Amsa of Sri Bhairava or Kshetrapalaka and resorted to by 
devout pilgrim for making his offerings of grains, cooked food 
etc. reckless of the steep ascent. 

, Uranga Puli. 

This is stated to have Icen planted by Thirumangai^ 

Alwar and Kumudha Valli. 

Village Deitiea. 

Strange as it may appear, within and around thajL 
Temple and Fort areas there arc a lot of deities, some fearsome in 
appearance,* and some without any symbolic representations 
way of idols and images. Those represented by images 
Kamakshi Amman, Uthanda Rayan, Nallathangal, Sapta Kanni* 
khais, Karuppanna Swami, Ayyanar, Kathavaraya Swami, Sinna 
Karuppanna Swami, Muthu Karuppanna Swami, Durga, !' 
sura Mardhani, Sri Maha Kali etc. Those wit! 
but arc worshipped under groves of trees or ce 
or platforms arc Ther - adi • Mondi Karuppan, Gnmmatti 
Muthalamman etc. 


Karuppan, 


Flesh and blood 
in 


are 


them 

t\$, 
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ivar, or Tailor castes. Besides their 
>jas are offered to them before big festivals or 
. walking, lashing oneself with a whip, walking on 

head the decorative Karagam with 
iced one over the other in pyramidal form 
connected with their worship. 


is said to reside in the North (inner) Gopura of 
:raple- His Lcelas are many and wonderful. Many 
and agnostic or doubting Thomas has had lessons 
easily forgettable. There is a special Dittam in the 
• budget for his due worship and Aradhana- 

|| I 

Sri Rama Devar. 

- Learned people say that there arc 18 Sidhdhas who 
preside over the destinies of the world and each having a special 
sway in certain specified sphere or centre. There arc various 
Jbrsions as to who these 18 Sidhdhas are. One scholar w o 
has made some researches in this matter (Pandit Sri Somasun- 
dara Desikar) gives the names of the 18 Sidhdhas and their 
centres as follows:— 

1. Thirumular 


Kama Devar 
Rumba Muni 
Idaikkattar 
Danvantri 
Valmikar 
Kamala Muni 
Doga Nathar 
|Mackchamuni 
mar 


Chidhambaram 
Sri Alagar Hills 
Kumbakonain 
Thiruvaranai (Arunach 
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Jyothi 
Thiruvarur 
Mayavaram 
Poyyure 

But according to the Abidhana Chinthamani the names of 
l£ Sidhdhas vary from the above list. It is also stated 
there are 9 Sidhdhas of a different category who have the ai 
lation of “Nadhar" attached to them. But from the above 
see that the great Sidhdha who presides over these Alagar HiOs 
is Sri “Rama Deva” 

Thiruvengadamudyan Temple. 

This temple at Appanthiruppathi (M. E. R. 12 of *32, 30S, 
310 & 311 of ’30) was constructed by Ranga Iyengar son of 
kappula Appaiyengar and was endowed with extensive properties. 
Mavali Vanadharayar, not the one referred to in inscription (M* 
E. R. 307 of *30) A. D. 1464, but a later monarch of the s 
name— (M. E- R. 12 of *32)—A. I). 1606, has made very vast 
dowments for this temple. The Temple was very popular, 
chants of the 56 countries are stated to have made contribut 
to this temple and its upkeep. It was called Alagar Th« 
Vecdu. Lord Alagar went to this temple on certain festh 
This Temple was called the Abimana Temple of Lord 
Its administration was subordinate to the Alagar Devast 
The Dittams for this temple and the fact of the Battars of 
temple doing services in this sub * temple are all < 
length in this inscription (q. v.) 

Shrines not now identified. 

following shrines could not be identified:- 
i- Raghunathar's shrine (M. E. R. 28i 
ii. Atkondavinnagar Emberumanar (M. 
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liyarai N< 

Deva’s shrine. 
v ii. Subramanya’s shrine. 

3«la Deva's Shrine. 

In ancient time 


Dcva was Vali y° n (®" r * so,tjr * ir ) ^ 

‘corrupted into Vellayyan. Mayan and 
tbc most popular Tamil names in 
Krishna arc found every where. But 
some reason 



In ancient tunes me two most favourite deities of tl 
* were Krishna and Bala Deva. Krishna was 
i) Nedion or Mayon and latterly corrupted into May 


or other deteriorated and 


as scperate one 
* 

are nowhere to t 


.'an are two of 
Temples for 
leva cult for 
va temples 
therein 


md Baladeva idols as spi 

luimd. But the existence of Bala Deva*s and 
dc by side are referred to as having existed. 


Krishna’s —.... 7 ~ \ fV 

at Kaverippumpa nam .Silappadigaram (v) lines 71 and 72 cb. IX 
page .0). Lid a, Sri Alagar Hill. fParipadal. St- No. 15). The caH 
oi the worship of Sri Krishna and Sri Bal. Deva was no. confined 
,o India alone but seems to have been prevalent m tar distant 

countries also. In the time of 'he was reputed 

(149-127 B.C.). west ol Lake Van. m. n^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

to have been ^ J Sri Baia Deva there and in certain 

dedicated to Sr. Krishna a famousaod popular. This! 

Mediterranean islands. ' ^ pa dal, since we fi 

probably have been the an<J B ala Deva as 

reference to the worship of K ^ referre d to as h 

most prominent and popu ar ® Par ipadal works, 
in .rship at Sri AlagarHdb fanacti 

Temp 
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wearing 


mams’ 

ig the Jogi or Jeer cap and carrying the Sri 
the short Sanyasin’s garb (vide Egyptian Myth and 
>8 etc., and Bible Dictionary appended to 
by the American Revision Committee p. 38). 
the Bushmen of Australia also are stated to be 

ivite caste marks. The portraits of these Pharaohs 
the Bushmen are found reproduced in a Journal “Wonderlat 
and New Light’' by Sri Vaduvur Doraisamv Iyengar to which the 
reader is referred for further interesting details. 

Sri Periyalwar's Shrine. 

Either through the southern gate in the Adi Vccdhi 
passing through the Yathirajan Street, or through the V* 
Agrahararn and park on the south of the temple, access may 
had to the ruins of the shrine that is supposed to be the last 
ing place of Sri Pcriyalwar; the theory is probabl) based on 
tradition that Sri Periyalwar spent his last days in Thin 
jolai in fulfilment of his desire expressed in his song 
third Thirumozhi in the fifth Ten of the First Thousand 
the Nalayira Divya Prabhandams. 

Sri Padinettampadi Karuppanna Swami. 

He is the last but not the least in importance of 
that have to be. noticed here. Next to Sri Moola At 
is the most venerated sanundhi in this temple. T1 
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ia Swami. He is most popular H_ 

is reputed to be the deity brought "from the Ni 
tip to him is stated to be done with face 

There are many aspects of-Sri Karuppanna Swami 
g. Periya Karuppan, Chinna Karuppan, Mandai Kartip- 
Sangili Karuppan, Thotti Karuppan, Gummatti Karuppan, 
>pan, Palaya Karuppan etc- In the Chola and Pandya 
idu people often name their chidren as “Padinettampadiyan”. 
is this deity in the hetrarchy of the Gods of South India? 
it is his origin? Which is his chief place of worship? and a 
number of kindred questions arise as regards this most important 
tnd popular of the Indian gods- His ehief place of worship and 
pilgrimage is these Alagar Hills or Thirumalirunjolaimalai from 
where his rituals and ceremonies are copied in all other places. 
Here, in these Hills he is known as Karuppanna Swami, Padi— 
nettampadi Karuppan, Padinettampadiyan, Krishnaputra etc- etc. 
His origin is obscure. His Dyana Sloka given below gives an idea 
of his form and attributes: 

fkganrftnTfT yrww SjW 
1 

?jt w?; ^rrf^r 

Some times he is worshipped in the form of an idol. He is 

represented with an uplifted Bill-Hook, Sword. a Sukkumathadi 

club, a spear, a trident etc and 

Shown ns warlike and ferocious. C u . 

icks, Chains, etc.. arc m 

I well us cradles, sandals, ,ct 




offerings by 


his devotees who ha> 
he is worshipped 
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idol dedicated to him ! And 
now known as Padinettamj 
» chosen as symbols for worshipping this deity 
are supposed to have been made of Sandal wood, 
offered to the doors by besmearing the same with sandal 
with camphor and saffron mixed thickly thereto. Parivatt 
flowers, garlands, etc., are used for decorations. Naivedya 
cooked rice, cocoanuts etc., and black gram cakes are also of 
ed. Vibuthi is the Prasadam, the worshipper is generally gh 
A heterogeneous worship prevails. Not the temple Battars of the 
Vaikhanasa pursuation, but the Sannadhi Paricharakas offer 
Pooja daily to this deity. 

There is a Poojari of the potter caste who breaks the 
worshipper’s cocoanut and offers Vibhuthi to the devotees. 
Twice in the year 2 Poojaris of Madura come and worship here 
on Amavasya and Pournami days of the Adi month. 

Why is ho worshipped in the Doors of the Main Gopuram 

of the Temple with the passage permanently blocked with the 
shutting of the Doors and the same conserved for worship? The* 
doors are never opened except for the passage of Sri Chakra* 
thalwar during the Brahmotsavas and for affording ingress to the! 
oath taker. For routine use another passage has been opened 
thousands of years back, north of the main entrance, call 
"Vandi Vasal”. Great is the awe and veneration in which 
deity is held. When cases Civil, Criminal or Revenue 
decided on oaths, oftentimes the courts of Madura, R* 111 * 
and Tinnevelly send the parties here to take the oath decia 
upon. Elaborate ceremonies'and formalities are pre 
for the oath taking ceremony, a detailed description 
will much swell the pages of the work. Suffice it 1 
Hfc Sl, ch cases are generally amicably settled et 
moment when the oaths are just al»out to be a< 
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false oath- 

fact that the ‘false-oath-t 
nitics and miseries at no distant date 
is taken. For, it is stated: 

tlrr: 

ST?3?^: gwrm: n 

is no recent institution. Oath-taking before this 
a custom several centuries old. There is an 
recorded instance of the year 1651 A. D. (M. K. R. 

) when a Thirtham dispute was settled by this oath- 

>ny. 

A 

Many are the stories that are current as regards the 
siin of this Padinettampadi. The most popular version is 
gwon below. Agej. and ages ago the king of Malabar, desirous 
of having Sri Alagar Sundararaja worshipped in his own country 
~ ide many attempts to carry away the idol by force* Since 
6 fort of Alagapuri was so well guarded and rendered impregn 
—le by the monarch of the place, the king of Malabar wanted 
to carry the idol away by fraud and stratagem. He comrr""^ 
18 of his expert Mantra and Tantravathins to go to Sr, 

Hills and carry away the idol as best as they could. Seen 
Physical removal of the idol was on impossibihty, they 
unseen by application of unguents to tl 
perform Japa every day nnd grade® 1 
Lord for being reinstalled in 
abar. Some of the Hat 
Mantra and Tantra 
the fraud and 




ITMi! 


18 
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that 






am and garland of the Lord might be 
d of the 18 steps. The Battars agreed and as requc 
r the Nirmalya Naivedhyam is being 
□ him till this day. He is reputed to be staying at these 
steps and hence his name “Lord of the 18 Steps”. 
Eighteen? What mystery envelops this mystic 4 T8 H we kne 
not. It remains yet unravelled, as so many other “Eighteens" 
are. Eighteen are the Siddhantas of Astronomy, Smrithis, Pu. 
ranas, Upa • Puranas, Bashas, Dcsas, the Kandas of the 
Mahabarata, the days of War of the Mahabarata, Gunas, 
Mulikas etc. etc. 

Shrowded in mystery as the origin of the Sri Padinettam- 
padi is, people began to attribute various kinds of absurd stories 
or theories as to its origin. The following is one such and is 
excerpted from "Village Gods of South India*' (Ch. Vllpage 113- 
115) Needless to say that it is full of incorrect statements and 
which are all put in italics here. 

Madurai-Viran. 

The following story is current about Maduraiviran in the 
folklore of South India. He was a soldier in the service of the 
Naick King of Madura, some centuries ago. The King's daughter 
fell in love with him. So Madurai Viran gave up his position and 
all his prospects of promotion and went off with the King’* 
daughter. After their death both Madurai Viran and the King 
daughter were deified aud worshipped. Madurai Viran is ah 
knaxen as PadinettamPadi Karuppan , or the g uard of the «*|' 
fn steps, because, in the courtyard of the Axhagiriswnmi ten 
• ls one of the richest shrines in nil India, there is a »1 
t^n n ine of which lead up to a piatfo»m on 

-'downf,o'n it o„,/„ o(her . Qn — 
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• to Karui 
are kept is locked up 
taken away, is placed on the platform in 
It seems an invitation to burglars; but nobody 
dare to take the treasure which is guarded by 
i said, in the folklore of the country, that some 
eighteen Maya vis, or magicians, so called from the illusion 
lya, which they produce in the minds of the people, 
shrine of Azhagiri with the intention of carrying away the 
ice of the sanctity of the shrine and transporting it elsewl 
jeir idea was to carry away the spiritual essence of the 
a wooden cylinder. The god Azhagar, the beautiful one, 
jeame aware of the plot to carry away his essence, and so he 
tered into the body of a small boy, and by his mouth informed 
le king of the intended outrage and asked him to prevent it. 
also told (Ik: king that the Mayavis would render themselves 
iible bv a black- paste which they put on their foreheads- 
'he king consulted Ramanuja who was his family priest and 
lanuia advised him to shut the doom of the temple and 
Pour boiling rice water into the courtyard so that the 

rant arising ft on v |sible were arrested by the king’i 

the Mayavis, b nd eac h one was buried under one 

diers and put to < e ^ (hc ^,,/orm on which the i, 

s eighteen steps lead g ^ arning to all liars and thi 

T aruppan stands, as * arc COMtant l y brought • 

io the M “ <1Ura . ce lo Raruppan. If a. 

>ttled by [ e ' thill bis claim is a 

« .. 


imai 


suits 
to 






fidmi 


of the 


, 
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